
At Home Learning Journal for April 13-17 

Find accompanying video lessons at sh.fwsupport.org/emelcvideos 

Date: Monday 

Literacy Lesson: How to Be a Lion, Day 1 

1. Discuss each of these new vocabulary words with your child, providing an 
easy-to-understand definition. 

WISH - a hope for something that you want 

SHOOTING STARS - lights in the night sky that look like they’re 
moving. Some people like to make a wish when they see them. 

FIERCE - cruel, angry, or scary 

MEANDERING - following a curving path, or walking around without 
a place to go. 

2. If you have access to YouTube, watch the school video to see a “Picture 
Walk” of How to Be a Lion by Ed Vere. If you do not have access to 
YouTube, proceed with the following steps: 

3. With crayons or markers, ask your child to help you draw a lion on the top 
half of a piece of paper. Then discuss different ways to draw a lion and 
draw a new lion on the bottom half of the paper. 

4. On the back of the paper, draw lions that show each of the vocabulary 
definitions above (ie a lion gazing at shooting stars, or making a fierce 
face.) 

Additional Activities: 

Activity #1: Lion Parade: Have your child find clothing or other fabric that might 
help them transform into a lion. Ask your child to show you how a lion moves, 
and then move with them for a few minutes. Then, ask your child to think of 
another way a lion might move. Maybe slower or faster? Maybe it would move 
differently if it had a different emotion? Move as many different ways as you 
can. 



Activity #2: Handwriting: Model writing a capital L for your child, using a “Big line 
down to the bottom” and “Little line across the bottom”. Look through the house 
for items that could be “Big lines” and “Little lines” (spoons, pens, neckties, etc.) 
and use them to form L’s. 

Monday Big Thinking Question: 

At a meal or other gathered time, use this question to generate an open-ended 
discussion:  

“Do you think a lion’s friends would want them to play with a duck? Why or why 
not? Have your friends ever told you not to play with someone? What did you 
do?” 

   



Date: Tuesday, April 14 2020 

Literacy Lesson: Self love 

Sing the following finger play: 

If you're Friendly... (Sung to the tunes of If You're Happy and You Know It) 

If you're friendly and you know it, clap your hands. If you're friendly and you 
know it, clap your hands. If you're friendly and you know it, and you really want 
to show it, If you're friendly and you know it, clap your hands. Then change 
“clap your hands” for stomp your feet, shoot ho-ray, and then sing the three 
together. Children can stand in a circle and dance following the directions in the 
lyrics, first clapping their hands, then stomping their feet, and so on. 

1. Create a lion puppet out of any materials you have, make sure the lion looks 
like you if you were a lion. Now take the lion along the journey of the story. 

2. Listen to story through youtube.com and we want our students to Students will 
use acceptable language and social rules while communicating with each 
other. 

Additional Activities: 

Activity #1: Friendship making 

B. Create some friends for your lion in the story and play with your family. 

C. Use proper problem solving skill language and making friend talks. 

D. Listen to your child in their language and help them make believe/dramatic 
play. 

Activity #2: Friend ship bracelets 

Use materials in your home to make bracelets for your family members/friends. 
You can use strips of paper to cut and glue. 

Parents be sure thumb is pointed up and cut is in a pattern of open, and shut, 
and cut… repeat. It is important for your child to draw the line they are cutting 
by using a strong edge and to draw the line cut the line, decorate the line and 
glue it in a circle bracelet. 



Monday Big Thinking Question: 

Leonard is a friend to Marianne. Do you have friends? Why are they your friends? 

 

   



Date: Wednesday, April 15 

STEM Lesson: I Spy...Shapes!  

Today we are playing a game called “I Spy...Shapes!”. It is similar to the regular 
game “I Spy” but we are looking for shapes. Here are the steps for our game: 

1. Before starting the game, review the following shapes with your child 
-square, rectangle, triangle, and circle. Draw the shapes or show a picture 
of each shape as you review them.  

 

2. Choose which player will go first. The first player identifies a shape in the 
room (for example, a round clock is a circle or a TV could be a rectangle), 
but they have to keep it a secret. The next players take turns guessing 
what shape the first player sees.  

3. Once the other player has correctly identified the first player’s shape, the 
next player chooses a new shape to spy.  

4. Game continues for as long as you would like to play! 
5. Add shapes like pentagon, hexagon, or octagon for an extra challenge. 

Additional Activities: 

Activity #1: Lion habitat with shapes 

 The lion in our story this week wanted to make new friends. Create a lion habitat 
at your house where the lion could play with his new friends. Use blocks, legos or 
any other objects you have at home to build with. As you are building, identify 
the shape of each block you are using in your lion habitat. 



Activity #2: “Outdoor I Spy...Shapes” 

Take your game of I Spy outside in your yard or on a walk with a grown up. Use 
colors, size and number of sides to describe the items as you spy them. 

Wednesday Prompt: 

At a meal or other gathered time, use this question to generate an open-ended 
discussion: 

“Tell your family about the shapes you found in your house and outside. Where 
else have you seen those shapes? What shapes did you find inside and 
outside?” 

 

   



Date: Thursday, April 16 

STEM Lesson: Making Shapes 

Today we will be cutting shapes! The first thing you will need are a pair of scissors 
and something to make your shapes out of. You can use paper to draw your 
shapes and then cut them out or you can use play dough! As you are cutting 
your shapes, be sure they have the correct number of sides. Count each side as 
you cut the shapes out. 

*Cutting playdough with scissors is a great way to develop cutting and fine 
motor skills.* 

Additional Activities: 

Activity #1: Make Your Own Play Dough 

Create your own batch of playdough! Use Kool-Aid or essential oils to color or 
scent your dough. 

● A large mixing bowl 
● 1 cup water 
● 4 cups flour 
● 2 to 4 tablespoons cooking oil 
● 1 1/2 cups salt 
● Food coloring (optional for color) 
● Essential Oil (optional for scent) 
● Kool-Aid drink mix (optional for color and scent) 
1. Mix water and food coloring(or Kool-Aid drink mix) together in a bowl. 
2. Slowly add flour and salt. Mix thoroughly.  
3. Add 2 tablespoons of cooking oil. After mixing, add more oil if the mixture 

is dry and crumbling. 
4. Continue kneading dough until it is the desired consistency. 
5. Store playdough in an airtight bag or container in the refrigerator. 

This activity is a great way to use expired flour since the play dough is not for 
eating! 

Activity #2: 



Draw a picture of you and your friends. Include drawings of the activities you like 
to do together. On the other side of the paper, draw a picture of you and 
something you enjoy doing by yourself. Ask an adult to write your words on both 
sides. 

Thursday Prompt: 

At a meal or other gathered time, use this question to generate an open-ended 
discussion:  

“Today, we followed a recipe to make playdough. Have you ever made 
cookies or something else by following a recipe before? Tell your family what 
you did when you made them.” 

   



Date: Friday, April 17 

Lesson: Sharing  

Additional Activities: 

Activity #1: Small Group - Ms. Nicole  

● Students will be able to create an art piece with siblings/ family members/ 
guardians by taking turns to draw certain components of a drawing, and 
building off of those components.  

● Students will be able to share art materials such as paper, crayons, 
colored, pencils, or makers to create the art piece  

Activity #2: 

Friday Prompt: 

At a meal or other gathered time, use this question to generate an open-ended 
discussion: why do you think it’s important to share? What would happen if we 
did not share or take turns to do something?  

  

  

  

 


